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The Woodson Center Curriculum

A peaceful, prosperous American future is built on a shared
understanding of our past that is sometimes painfully truthful, but
also celebratory and aspirational. Students need hard facts, but they
also need heroes to admire and follow. The Woodson Center's
supplementary Black History and Excellence curriculum nourishes
developing minds with true stories of struggle, resilience, and
triumph.

The Woodson Center's Black History and Excellence
lessons include:

e Freedom House Ambulance Service, a grassroots team of
Black medics who pioneered modern emergency care.

o Katherine Johnson, NASA mathematician who helped put
men on the moon.

 Mary Cardwell Dawson, trailblazing opera impresario and
founder of the National Negro Opera Company, who brought
music to people of all backgrounds.

e The Golden 13, barrier-breaking patriots who became the first
Black naval officers.

e Covert, Michigan, the small frontier town that rejected racial
segregation in the 19th century.

e The Marblehead Regiment, a multiracial band of soldier-
mariners who saved the American Revolution from the brink
of disaster in 1776.

BLACK /.
EXCELLENCE

These and other compelling stories of Black excellence inspire students to take charge of their
futures and find their places in the American story.

Our Black History and Excellence lessons received high marks in a
review by the Johns Hopkins University Institute for Education
Policy, and our team presents at state and national social studies
conferences, including the National Council for the Social Studies.
Since 2020, the lessons have been downloaded over 415,000 times
for use in public, private, and charter schools; home schools;
community and church-based programs; adult education courses;
and much more.

Each lesson pack includes educator-designed presentations,
discussion activities, assessments, learning standards, and other
supporting documents — complemented by our American Heroes
animated series, which has over 16 million views across Meta and
YouTube. Our material can be used to supplement history, civics,
English, and social/emotional learning curricula.

Scan the QR code to download
the curriculum today.
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