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Paul Cuffe

Daring Seafarer and Early Abolitionist

Overview:
Paul Cuffe was a mixed-race man from New England who led an amazing life during the early years of the
American Republic. This lesson will expose students to a little-known story of adventure that will broaden

their understanding of the varied experiences of persons of color during and after America’s founding.

Lesson Prompt:
What do you think it was like living as a mixed-race individual during the Revolutionary War era?

What sorts of jobs and activities do you think you might be doing?

Share the prepared PowerPoint slide deck with students. There are accompanying multiple choice and

discussion questions to measure basic comprehension and prompt deeper thinking.

This lesson includes additional suggested assignments, as well as brief (but challenging, due to archaic language)

reading assignments written by Paul Cuffe himself, with accompanying comprehension questions.
Short, school-appropriate video selections and additional reading are also suggested.

Vocabulary:
Mariner, Renowned, Advocate, Solidarity, Anglicized, Seafaring, Scrounging, lllicit, Extract, Colonization,

Interred, Brig, Abundant, Prejudice, Repatriate, Swindler, Diaspora, Align, Indigenous, Nadir

Recommended Resources:
WEBSITES

Paul Cuffe Heritage Trail
National Archives (Correspondence with James Madison)
Paul Cuffe Personal and Family Papers (Westport Historical Society)

ARTICLES
“Will the real Paul Cuffe please stand up?”
Memoir of Captain Paul Cuffee, A Man of Colour
“Who Led the first Back-to-Africa Movement?” (Henry Louis Gates, Jr.)


https://paulcuffe.org/
https://founders.archives.gov/?q=Correspondent%3A%22Cuffe%2C%20Paul%22%20Correspondent%3A%22Madison%2C%20James%22&s=1111311111&r=2
https://www.westport-ma.com/historical-documents/pages/cuffe-paul-personal-and-family-papers
https://earlyamericanists.com/2015/02/02/guest-post-will-the-real-paul-cuffee-please-stand-up/
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p16002coll5/id/141/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/african-americans-many-rivers-to-cross/history/who-led-the-1st-back-to-africa-effort/

