
 
 
 
 
 
  

Elijah McCoy  
Multiple-Choice Questions  
 
Elijah McCoy was most famous for...  
Inventing a better train lubricating process  

Studying in Scotland  

Working as an oilman on the railroad  

Living in Detroit, Michigan  

Where did Elijah McCoy’s family go to avoid being returned to slavery? 

Scotland 

Michigan 

Canada 

New York 

Elijah McCoy studied… 

Law 

Medicine 

Carpentry 

Engineering 

Which of the following did Elijah McCoy NOT do?  

Acquire over 50 patents  

Lay thousands of miles of train tracks  

Start his own company  

Create a product that became synonymous with quality  

 



 
 
 
 
 
  

Why did Elijah McCoy sell many of his early ideas to others? 

He didn’t have time to make them himself 

He didn’t think his ideas were very important 

He didn’t have the money to manufacture large quantities of his inventions himself 

Elijah McCoy’s train lubricating cup was called the “real McCoy” because it was...  
Better than competitors’ products  
Considered “genuine” and “authentic”   

Both of the above  

Neither of the above  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
  

Elijah McCoy  
Multiple-Choice Questions with ANSWERS   
 
Elijah McCoy was most famous for...  
Inventing a better train lubricating process  

Studying in Scotland  

Working as an oilman on the railroad  

Living in Detroit, Michigan  

Where did Elijah McCoy’s family go to avoid being returned to slavery? 

Scotland 

Michigan 

Canada 

New York 

Elijah McCoy studied… 

Law 

Medicine 

Carpentry 

Engineering 

Which of the following did Elijah McCoy NOT do?  

Acquire over 50 patents  

Lay thousands of miles of train tracks  

Start his own company  

Create a product that became synonymous with quality  

 



 
 
 
 
 
  

Why did Elijah McCoy sell many of his early ideas to others ? 

He didn’t have time to make them himself 

He didn’t think his ideas were very important 

He didn’t have the money to manufacture large quantities of his inventions himself 

Elijah McCoy’s train lubricating cup was called the “real McCoy” because it was...  
Better than competitors’ products  
Considered “genuine” and “authentic”   

Both of the above  

Neither of the above  
 


